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All praise is due to Allah, praise that complies with His blessings and compensates
His abundance. Our Lord, for You is all praise as befits the majesty of Your
countenance and the might of Your authority. O Allah, I cannot sufficiently
enumerate praises upon You; You are as you have praised Your self. I bear witness
that there is no god but Allah alone and He has no partner, and I bear witness that
our Master > Muhammad is His slave and Messenger and His sincere and intimate
friend, the best Prophet that Allah sent to the entire world as a herald of glad tidings
and admonition. O Allah, pray upon, give peace and give blessings upon our Master
Muhammad and upon the family of our Master Muhammad, prayers and peace that
last inseparably until the Day of Judgement. I advise you and my sinning self to have
fearful awareness of Allah the Exalted.

To proceed, O slaves of Allah:

It has been authentically related from our Beloved Mustafa # that he said: ‘None of
you will truly have faith until Allah and His Messenger are more beloved to one than
anything else.” He also said: ‘None of you will truly have faith until I am more beloved
to him than his wealth, his children and his own self that is between his two sides.” It
has been authentically related that one of the Companions asked the Messenger of
Allah # about the Hour, and Al-Mustafa # said to him: “What have you prepared for
it?” He said: ‘By Allah, I have not prepared for it with many prayers or much fasting,
but I have prepared for it with love for Allah and His Messenger,” so he said: “You will
be with those whom you love.’

We, O brothers are believers, and for Allah is all praise. This means that there must
be from us some portion of love, even if it is a little, for the Messenger of Allah &, and
I hope that portion is not a little. I hope that it is as the Messenger of Allah # said,
that the love of Al-Mustafa is greater than the love of wealth, children and one’s self.

! This Khutba was given on May 16", 2003
* www.nottsnewmuslims.com and www.lotetreeinstitute.com
3 Arabic: Sayyid, which only applies to human beings.




And if, in these days, the winds of remembering the birth of the Messenger of Allah
are blowing towards us, and the winds of feeling love for our Beloved Mustafa # are
circling our hearts, what will the effect be that these feelings will leave, which have
soaked up and mixed with the winds of the remembrance?

O brothers, it is known that that which is called £i/[action] comes from the person by
their volition, and that which is called /nfi‘a/ [being acted upon] only comes from the
person if it is forced upon him, and love is /n/i"a/ and not fi7and the results of love are
also infi“lat that are forced and not actions that are voluntary.”

If we want to imagine the extent of /nfi‘a/ that should be invoked in the heart of the
believer that loves his Master® and loves His Messenger Al-Mustafa # then let us look
at this last Hadith that is narrated by Al-Bukhari in his Sahih: “The Messenger of
Allah £ was seen fasting one day and it was not Ramadan and it was ‘Ashiara® or
Tasi‘a®®, so one of the Companions asked him about that day and why he was fasting
on it, and he said: ‘It is the day on which I was born.” It was Monday that the
Messenger of Allah # celebrated as the day of his birth. What does it mean that the
Messenger of Allah celebrates the day of his birth, except that it is gratitude to his
Lord and Master, Glorified and Exalted is He, that He honoured him with this
mission, so which of us has more of a right to be celebrating? The Messenger of Allah
# who Allah sent as a mercy to all of creation or us, whom Allah has honoured with
the religion by way of him, because if it was not for Muhammad we would not have
known our Lord, and if was not for him we would not have known our slavehood to
Allah 35, which of us has more right to celebrate the day the Messenger of Allah was
born? As for the Messenger of Allah, he celebrated it and expressed his celebration
by fasting that day out of gratitude to Allah for honouring him with prophethood, but
we have more right O brothers. Our gathering here right now in this Masjid and
standing in front of our Master and Creator, the only preference in that is that the
Messenger of Allah #, he is the one who spread the message, and he is the one who
fulfilled his trust. That is why the affair of every Muslim, when he stands in front of
the resting place of the Messenger of Allah #%, he sends peace upon him and says to
him: ‘I bear witness that you, the Messenger of Allah, have fulfilled your trust and you
have conveyed the message. May Allah reward you on behalf of your Ummah what is
better than what any prophet has been rewarded on behalf of his people and
Ummah.” It is our priority that the feelings of remembering the birth of the
Messenger of Allah # are invoked between our ribs, as I have said to you. If the winds
of remembering the birth of Al-Mustafa are kindled with feelings of love for Al-
Mustafa in our hearts then the affair becomes something that is affected by force, and
cannot be stopped by actions of volition. The love that is affected by force is as you
have heard it now from the speech of our Master, the Messenger of Allah # and he
has reiterated many times that the slave does not have complete faith unless he loves
the Messenger of Allah more than his wealth, his children and his very soul between
his two sides. This is what the Messenger of Allah said to Abu Bakr.

* Love is something that is forced upon the person and cannot be brought about by one’s own volition.

> Arabic: Mawla, which can be used for both human beings and Allah.

% The ninth and tenth of Muharram.

7 This du‘ can be found in the books of Figh of all four Madhhabs in the chapter on Hajj under the
section on visiting the grave of the Messenger of Allah .



On this blessed and glorious day I call upon myself and all of you to look for a place in
our hearts for loving the Messenger of Allah. I call upon myself and you to ask one
another about the measure of faith, and the measure of faith is as you have heard. It is
the love of the believer for the Messenger of Allah after his love for Allah, Glorified
and Exalted is He. I fear, O brothers, that the love of this world is triumphant today. I
fear that the love of wealth, family and children has mastery today. I fear that egotism,
conceit, and narcissism are dominant today. If that is the case then I ask Allah to
grant pardon and well-being to myself and you, for we would know that we are in a
serious situation. We would know that our faith is only customary and not the faith
that Allah, Exalted and Glorified is He, requires of us and which was implanted in the
hearts of the pious predecessors.® That is the most sought-after objective.

O brothers: when I imagine the love of the Messenger of Allah for his Ummah and his
longing for his brothers and I turn to the reality of our situation and I turn to where
our hearts lie, I feel great shame, and I feel distress that torments me and pulls at my
heart. Imam Malik narrates in his Muwatta’, as do others, with an authentic chain of
transmission that the Messenger of Allah # once visited al—BaqiCg with a group of his
Companions and gave the greeting of peace to the people of al-Baqr’. Then he said: ‘I
wish that I could see our brothers.” One of his Companions said to him: ‘Are we not
your brothers O Messenger of Allah?” He said: ‘You are my Companions. My
brothers are those who have not yet come, and I will be waiting for them at the
Hawd.”'’ Someone asked: ‘And you will recognize them O Messenger of Allah? How
will you recognize them when you won’t see them until you receive them at the
Hawd?’ He said: ‘Do you not see how a man, if he has some brilliant white-faced and
white-footed horses in the midst of some jet black horses that he would recognize
them?’ Imagine if a man had a horse that had a white circle on its forehead and white
bracelets on its legs and it was amongst some jet black horses, would he not recognize
them? The man said: “Yes.” He said: ‘And I will know them, because they will be
white-faced and white-footed from the effects of wiidli.”

When I stop at this speech and look at how the Messenger of Allah # longed for us I
have to ask: How is our longing for the Messenger of Allah? How is our yearning for
the Messenger of Allah? Perhaps I'm just making a claim if 1 say that we yearn for
him in the way that he yearns for us, but brother, this has nothing to do with claims.
Claims that are not backed by clear proofs are nothing more than claims for those
who use them.

I must look for a proof that we long for the Messenger of Allah. What have I done to
prove my longing for him? Have I revived a Sunnah that he left as a trust for us? Have
I carried out the pieces of advice that he made us responsible for, that he made to be
trust in our hands generation after generation? Have we preserved the pure white
path that he left for us, its outward is like its inward? Look at the conclusion of the

¥ Arabic: Al-Salaf al-Salih. When Orthodox scholars use this term they mean the first three generations
of Islam. This is based on the Hadith, narrated by Imam Bukhari and Muslim, in which the Messenger
of Allah # said: ‘“The best generation is my generation, then those who come next, then those who
come next.’

’ A graveyard in Medina where many Prophetic Companions and saints are buried.

" The Hawd is one of the meeting places for the believers on the way to the Paradise and it is the
source of the Kawthar's sweet waters. It is sometimes translated as ‘pond’, ‘pool’ or ‘basin’, but none of
these terms carry the necessary grandeur and majesty that is required.



hadith, after he says: ‘“And I will know them, because they will be white-faced and
white-footed from the effects of wiidii.” He says: ‘Men will be driven away from my
Hawd the way a stray camel is driven away.” Meaning, men will be forced away from
my Basin the way a lost camel that has mixed in with other camels is forced away, and
I will say: ““Indeed, come forward! Come forward!” But it will be said that you don’t
know what they changed after you, and I will say: “Away with them, away with them,
away with them!””

I fear, O brothers, that we become of those who change things. I fear that we have
obscured our conduct with claims that have no proof to back them up.

I repeat: Let us find a hiding place in our hearts for the love of the Messenger of
Allah #. If it is true that we are still holding to the covenant and that our hearts are
embracing the love of our Messenger Muhammad :; let us find proof of that. Are we
guarding the Shari‘ah and protecting it from being altered, so that it is not changed in
the name of traditions, or circumstances or ‘Figh of Minorities’, or any other excuse?

Indeed, what I see is that we have changed many things and we have corrupted many
things. Online Fatwas that are being issued in the western world, in Europe and
America, is something that frightens the minds of the believers, something that
induces fear and can have serious consequences in this life and the next. I am not
concerned with mentioning whoever is making the Fatwas that change and corrupt
things, but were the matter to continue in this way we will find ourselves, in a few
years’ time, in front of a new Shari“ah, in front of a new Shari‘ah that we will cloak in
the excuses of time and place, the environmental factors, the weather, welfare and
whatever else there is.

Consider this point. If our hearts had been embracing the love of the Messenger of
Allah £ in the same way that he loves us, and if our hearts had embraced the yearning
for the Messenger of Allah # in the same way that he yearns for us, would we be
engaged in changing and corrupting our religion? Would we turn away from the
authentic Hadith of which there is no doubt and hide them from examination and
consideration and say: Indeed we are facing a bewildering trend called ‘Figh of
Minorities’?

I said recently: If this path that is being travelled upon today is safe — and we don’t
know where it will end, but indeed, where will it stop? If this way is safe and accepted
in the religion of Allah, then why was emigration from the lands of kufrlegislated"" if
the Muslim finds that wherever he is able to acclimatize himself with the environment
that he is in by means of Fatwas that he subjugates to the environment that he’s in,
instead of doing the exact opposite? That’s why we have been kept in order by the
words of Allah &: ‘When the angels seized the souls of those who were doing wrong

" According to Imam ibn Muflih al-Hanbali in a/-Adab al-Shar‘iyya [v.1 pp.191-92), dar al-kufr are the
lands in which the laws of kufr are predominant, while dar al-is/lam are the lands in which the laws of
Islam are predominant. It is worth mentioning that Shaykh Ramadan al-Biti, may Allah preserve him,
holds the position that it is impermissible to come to dar al-kufr unless it is for one of the following
reasons: 1.Da‘wa (calling non-believers to faith, preaching the orthodox faith to cultists, and military
expeditions sanctioned by a Muslim ruler). 2. Dire medical circumstances and 3. Acquiring knowledge
to take back for the benefit of the Muslims.



to themselves, they asked them: “What was the matter with you?” They answered:
“We were oppressed in the land.” The angels replied: “Was not Allah’s earth spacious
for you to emigrate in it?” Hell is the abode of such people.’ [Al-Nisa’ 4:97]. There is
no need for this speech,12 there is no need for emigration because the Muslims,
wherever they are, it suffices them to assimilate with the place that they are living in.

What is of greater consequence is that only recently we were expecting that these
western societies, with the presence of so many Muslims, would gradually change into
Islamic lands. We were expecting the peaceful, wise and serious Islamic current to
become prodigious without any excessiveness, without any immoderation, without any
terrorism — as they say — by means of the essential preservation of the realities of
Islam and by means of patience and being more patient than others with the rulings of
Allah, Glorified and Exalted is He. We were expecting, if things continued in this
fashion, that the sun of Islam would rise in these places completely as our pious
predecessors did on the day ‘Abdul Rahman al-Dakhil travelled to northwest Africa
and with him were a group of his companions, and after a few years Islamic
governance was established. He did not draw a weapon, he did not adopt a position of
hostility and he never did any of the actions that are nowadays called extremism or
terrorism, in any of their forms. It all comes down to two things: implementing the
Shari‘ah as Allah has commanded and guarding it, and to act according to Islam’s
distinguished manners, which is to implement the advice of the Messenger of Allah in
which he said: “You will not increase amongst the people with your wealth, but you
will be increased from them by having a pleasant face and beautiful manners.” The
sun of Islam radiated in those places and then spread and increased its rays far and
wide, and quickly, for as long as Islamic governance was established there.

We were expecting that here as well, but today we are shocked to find that we are
being threatened with the opposite. Muslims today, because of what is being called
‘Figh of Minorities’, are the ones who are being dyed13 in the habits of this society and
its conventions, circumstances and forbidden aspects. It is nothing other than us dying
these customs that exist here in the dye of Islam and cloaking them in the cloak of the
Islamic Shari‘ah.

O brothers: When I look at this bitter reality I remember the words of the Messenger
of Allah: ‘Men will be driven away from my Hawd the way a stray camel is driven away
and I will say: “Indeed, come forward! Come forward!” But it will be said that you
don’t know what they changed after you.” O brothers, beware of becoming from these
people. Beware, and the Messenger of Allah has yearned for you, that you cut off the
outstretched ropes of this longing between you and him by means of the knife of
changing and corrupting. Beware O brothers! Indeed it is a tremendous treasure. I
hope that Allah & will honour me and you with him the day he said: ‘I wish that I
could see our brothers.” I ask Allah, the Lord of the Tremendous Throne, to make us
from his brothers, those who he longs for, and I ask Him, Exalted is He, to give us
success in exchanging his longing for our longing. I ask Him, Exalted is He, to enable
us to translate our yearning for him by preserving what he has passed down to us, by
guarding the legislation that he has placed as a trust in our hands, made us
responsible, and made as a debt that we owe.

2 j.e. the verse above.
" The Arabic word is the same word that is used for baptism.



O brothers: Be vigilant with everything that you possess so that you do not change or
corrupt anything. If someone says to you: ‘But the Shari‘ah of Allah & has much ease
in it, and there is the maxim: ‘Wherever benefit is found then there is Allah’s
legislation.” We say ‘Yes’, but how we measure benefit and harm is based on the
practice and understanding of our pious predecessors.'* Return to the treasures of the
Islamic SharTah, return to what the Four Imams have said. You will find in their Figh
and their Fatwas that which suffices, and if you find yourselves in front of a red line
then you have to be patient. Al-Mustafa said likewise in another Hadith: ‘Indeed you
will find many different ways' after me, so be patient until you meet me at the Hawd.’
By Allah, this advice is almost as if the Messenger of Allah is looking down on us. You
will see after me, the egoism of conceit, the egoism of passions, the egoism of desires
and lusts. What position should we take? Be patient ... be patient until you meet me
at the Hawd.

O Allah, enable us to be patient. Enable us to be steadfast. Allah, make us by Your
grace, Your bounty and Your favour, from the brothers of Your Beloved Al-Mustafa,
those who he yearns for. Ennoble us, O Lord of all creation, to yearn for him the way
he yearns for us.

This is what I have said, and I seek forgiveness from Allah, the Most High, the
Tremendous.

[Second Khutba]

All praise be to Allah, much praise as He has commanded, and I thank Him for all of
His manifest and hidden blessings, those I know about and those I don’t know, and I
send prayers and peace upon our Beloved, Al-Mustafa, Muhammad, the son of
‘Abdullah. O Allah, send prayers, peace and blessing upon and our Master
Muhammad, prayers that please You and him and make you pleased with us, O Lord
of all creation.

Slaves of Allah! Fear Allah in what He has commanded you and desist from what He
has forbidden and rebuked. Remove the love of this world from your hearts, for
indeed when it becomes dominant it takes prisoners. Know that Allah has
commanded you decisively with a command in which He began by mentioning
Himself and then the angels who glorify Him, the Almighty, The Wise, when He said:
¢Indeed Allah and His Angels send prayers upon the Prophet. O you who believe!
Send prayers and much peace upon him} [Al-Ahzab 33:56.] Increase in your prayers
upon Muhammad #£ on this glorious day, the day of Friday. He [#] said: ‘Increase in
your prayers upon me on the radiant day and the radiant night.” So on this day we
increase in our prayers upon our Beloved Al-Mustafa #. O Allah, send prayers upon
our Master Muhammad and upon the family of our Master Muhammad as you sent
prayers upon our Master Ibrahim and the family of our Master Ibrahim, and bless our
Master Muhammad and the family of our Master Muhammad as you blessed the
family of our Master Ibrahim and the family of our Master Ibrahim, in all of creation,
indeed You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Glorious, and may Allah be pleased with

' See note 8.
15 This refers to all the various religions, ideologies, cults and other false notions.



the rightly-guided Khulafa® and those who follow them in excellence until the Day of
Judgement.

O Allah, forgive the Muslim men and women and the believing men and women, the
living from amongst them and the dead, and join their hearts together, O Lord of all
creation.

O Allah, indeed we ask you for guidance, chastity and sufficiency. O Allah, indeed we
ask that You don’t cut us off from You because of our sins, and because of the
ugliness of our vices. O He who holds both difficulty and ease, we ask You O Allah,
nothing is hidden from You. O Allah, purify our hearts from any quality that takes us
far from Your witnessing'® and Your love. Prolong for us Your Providence and veil
our sins with your beautiful veil. O Allah, convey from us the greetings of peace to the
spirit of our Master Muhammad #. O Allah, as we have believed in him without
seeing him, please do not deprive us of seeing him in the Paradise, O Lord of all
creation. O Allah, assist us in guarding your Din. O Allah, do not make us from those
who change it and corrupt it. O Allah, enable us to be patient with the treasure of this
Din that you have honoured us with, O Lord of all creation, O Lord of Majesty and
Generosity. O Allah, indeed we ask you in the submissiveness of our slavehood to
You and the severity of our destitution towards You, to give victory to your believing
slaves who are being oppressed, vanquished and persecuted in Palestine and in the
eastern lands of the Earth and the western lands, wherever they are O Lord of all
creation, O Lord of Majesty and Generosity. O Allah, Revealer of the Book, Mover
of the clouds, Vanquisher of the confederates, vanquish the transgressors who enter
the Muslim world with their pride and their arrogance, opposing You, and they have
declared war on Your Islam and Your Qur’an, O Lord of all creation. O Allah, no-
one know Your armies but You, inflict upon them an army from your armies that will
make them a lesson for those who reflect from amongst Your believing slaves, O Lord
of Majesty and Generosity. O Allah, indeed Your Prophet Nuh supplicated to You
and You answered him, and indeed Your Prophet Yiinus bin Mata supplicated to
You and called upon You from the depths of darkness and You answered him, and
indeed Your Prophet Zakariya called upon You in secret and You answered him.
Indeed Your Prophet Ayytb supplicated to You and You saved him from grief and
answered him, and indeed Your Prophet Muhammad # supplicated to You on the
day of Badr and on the day of the Confederates and You answered him, and we are
your believing slaves, O Lord of all creation. Make us from amongst those selected
people whom you honoured and answered their supplications, even though we have
not reached their rank, O Lord of all creation, but You are the Generous, Generous,
Pitying, the Answerer of prayers, make us from amongst them. Answer our
supplication as well, O Lord of all creation. We have extended to You our hands in
supplication, do not leave them disappointed. We have extended our hands in
submissiveness to Your door, we are knocking on the door of Your Mercy, O He who
does not close His door on anyone, do not leave us disappointed, O Lord of Majesty
and Generosity, O Lord of Power and Favour, You said: €It is a duty upon Us to give
victory to the believers} [Ar-Riam 30:47]. We are believers in You, O Lord of all
creation.

' This is a reference to the Jibril Hadith in which the Messenger of Allah # explained the true
meaning of Ihsan. Witnessing [mushahada] means to worship Allah as if you are seeing Him. This
Hadith is the first Hadith in Saf7i Muslim and the second in the Arba‘in al-Nawawiyya.



Fulfil the promise that Your Exalted Essence has imposed upon itself. O Lord, You
said: §When you begged your Lord He answered you} [Al-Anfal 8:9]. Here we are
begging you as Your Prophet Muhammad and those with him begged you. We are
wallowing in our sins and we are wallowing in the burdens of our responsibilities that
You have placed upon us, O Lord of all creation. You are the Loving and Forgiving
Lord. Pardon us with Your beautiful pardon. You said: €Say: Everyone does things
their own way [Al-Isra® 17:84]. Your way is the way of mercy. Your way is the way of
forgiveness. Your way is the way of repentance. Forgive us our sins, and rectify our
states.

The rulers of the Muslims, O Lord, gather their speech upon that which pleases you.
Bring them to Your straight path and direct their hearts to what pleases You, purify
them from the love of others. O Lord of all creation, purify them from the veils that
take them far from you, O Lord of Majesty and Generosity. Rectify the affairs of all
the Muslims and unify their hearts and their ranks. May Allah send prayers and peace
upon our Master Muhammad, the Unlettered Prophet, and upon his family and all of
his Companions, Amin, Amin, Amin.

And all Praise is due to Allah, Lord of all creation.
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